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Tractors do not merely pull equipment; they provide the power to operate often quite complex machines-for example: cultivating equipment, hay balers, fertiliser spreaders, machines that drill seeds into the ground, slashers, and milling equipment, among others. Tractors on Australian farms are the single most common agent involved in serious injury and deaths. The three mechanisms commonly involved in tractor-related injuries are rollovers, run overs, and becoming entangled in the Power Take Off (PTO), which is the long shaft-rotating at high speed-that transfers power from the tractor to operate the attached machinery. Of these three mechanisms, tractor rollovers are the most common, 2 and are preventable by having a ROPS fitted and through the wearing of a seatbelt.
Over the past decade, WorkCover NSW has investigated 45 fatalities on farms in NSW, of which 15 were directly attributed to tractor rollover. On average each year, 30 claims are made for permanent disability and 100 claims are made for temporary disability from tractor related incidents. 1 Legislation for the provision of ROPS on tractors has been in place in NSW since 1982, which requires all tractors weighing between 560 kg and 15,000 kg to be fitted with ROPS.
1 Davidson (1996) found that 26 per cent of tractors in use on farms in NSW did not have a ROPS. 3 He estimated that at that time there were 88,000 tractors in use on NSW farms and extrapolated that there were 24,000 tractors without ROPS. 
